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By LinDa RaratToNI
Daiy JournaL StarF WRITER

SACRAMENTO — After two years of
- unsuccessful lobbying for a euthanasia
" law in California, a group called Com-
i passion & Choices has decided to focus
. on advising terminally ill patients how
- to kill themselves.
. The group, based in Oregon where
" there is a right-to-die law, insists that it
. has not given up on the larger goal of

getting similar legislation in California

EUTHANASIA

. TODD ROGERS / DAILY JOURNAL

“I think they are golng to deal with some very troubled people, and a family Is going to be very seri-
ously upset that thelr loved one was counseled info suiclde,” said lawyer Wesley Smith, who bloggs on
bioethical fssues, thinks assisted-sulcide consultation might biur legal boundarles.

‘With Bill Shelved, Right-to-Die
| GroupShifts Focus to Advice

their lives quickly.

Compassion & Choice’s legal coun-
sel say that, although California law is
murky about aid in dying, they believe
their consultation service is legal.
Lawyers who oppose euthanasia say
Compassion & Choice’s volunteers are
treading legally dangerous waters.

“If I go out and drink a bottle of rat
poison and I do that to try to end my
life, that is suicide. Facilitating that is
a criminal problem,” said James Swee-

"PROPERTY RIGHTS

Protec_tmg the Future
Of Marilyn’s Past -

- By Gary Scotr
Dy Journat, Starr WriTER

SACRAMENTO — The California Legis-
lature wants to treat Marilyn Monroe hke a
piece of property. :

‘More speficially, the Assembly and Senate
have unanimously passed a bill that would
define Monroe’s name, voice, signature, im-
age and likeness as property under the law so
that her designated heirs would have the ex-
clusive right to control and profit from them.

The governor was expected to either sign
or reject the bill over the weekend. '

Postmortem Publicity
Under . California law, celebrities can
transfer their “postmortem publicity rights”

by will, contract or trust to an heir of their

See MARILYN, Page 5

CHIEF PRIVACY OFFICERS

Fast-Growing Post Melds
Compliance, Strategy

By CrAIG ANDERSON
Dairy JournaL STarr WRITER .

MENLO PARK - A job that did not ex-
ist a little more than a decade ago has be-
come one of the fastest-growing positions
for lawyers today.

Chief privacy officers do not have to be
attorneys, but many are, because of the
legal knowledge needed to comply with a
thicket of state, federal and international
laws and regulations intended to protect
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